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is a house-agent well known in this neighbourhood
as a successful man of business, and no doubt he
means well. But what has he to do with this unfortu-
nate happening? We have only his word for it that
he is Lady Grassleyes' executor and the only person
here with any authority whatever is her niece. And
for a third person, who is not related or connected in
any way with the affair, to try and keep the family
solicitor from the sole representative of that family
is utterly foolish. Miss Jane Grassleyes has a perfect
right to see Mr. Clunderson when and how she
chooses. I hope you will all agree with me."
Suresne now detached himself from the little
crowd at the table.
"I am an impartial person/5 he proclaimed. "It is
my business in life to detect crime. Miss Grassleyes
will probably not object if I am present when she in-
terviews her lawyer?"
There was the sound of a car drawing up outside.
Jane moved impetuously forward, only to find her-
self repelled by Spenser's outstretched arms. Then,
from some unseen place, out stepped Pooralli, unruf-
fled, cairn of speech, pale as ever. He slipped in front
of Granet, who had also taken an impetuous step for-
ward.
"The young mistress wishes to see gentleman who
arrives?"
"I do!" Jane cried passionately. "This is, for the
moment at any rate, my house. No one has the right
to direct my actions."
"Whilst I am here you will not pass, Miss Grass-
leyes," Spenser said. "I suggest that you return to